——

Tpesition to the other at the time of ir;;h,;-ct. The engine in t 2 plane Il
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REPORT OF THE CIVIL LERONAUTICS BO:RD
on the
Investigation of an iccident Involving Aircraft
During Loczl Instruction Flights

A mid-gir collision which occurred approximatcly 3 miles scathwest of

Hale Field, Missoula, Montzna, about 7:30 a.m. on Sephomber ‘JO 1‘743 re-
sulted in fatal injuries 't "i'fﬁutrwntor Stanlcy qll_l_ﬁ:_lﬂ cnd & ¥illinm To-
Pic‘wardb in Piper J2C~65, NG 35707; end Instructor Clyde Reymnc st ”,nd Student
Robert No S(:T.f:n‘l:eria in Piper Jil-~ 05, HC 35851, The two instructors held com-
mer'f*l“l pllO" ¢ertificates with single-engine land, 0-80 h.p,, nnd flight in-
structer ratingse. Fillman had flown approvimately 422 ond Rewnolds a2boud '
1051 hours. Suudents Richards snd Schwenter were ‘iar Training Scorvice traine-
eces in the Arny indoctrinstion course. Both aireraft, ownod by the Defense
Plant Corporation and being operated by Johnsun Flying Service, Inc., were
demelished. ' :

The two flights tock off from Hale Field at approximstely 7:10 a.me Lo -
practice low altitude maneuvers in an arez 3 miles southwest of the zirport.
Sometime later another instructor flying nesrby cbserved twe plenes in the
practice area, at an altitude of abeout 500 foeb, & conciderable distince
apart; shortly thersafter he saw two planes on the ground in & wrecked cin—
dition. There were no krown wiinesses Lo the aceident, '

¥ the
-

The aircraft werc located rbout 1000 fect apart., Dxand _
: t prior ftc .

_1_
wreckage revealad nc sign of failure of any part of oithor airera
impact. FEvidence indicated thet the two planes, flying &t the srre aliituda,
in opposite directions, cellided zimost head—on while bath wers turning to :

[ SR N

the left, banked at an angle of around 309 This would place cach in a blind

by Reynolds, with one propeller blade siill & utc.cnfd apna -tl;.-' was torn
vibreted loose fron its meunt during or immedia oiiisd
and was lying 40 feel frown the mein portion of thm TOnRace,
the propeller was found 500 feet northwest of the wreckazo.

s of bath )

lanes were equipped with parachutes but apparently had made no atta Dt ,Jr hu(i:';_ =
quipp Y

had no opportunity to use them. Veather was suiteble for fiying and is n,t-
censidered to have contributed to the accident. :

Following this accident representatives of Cifi General IYnspoction rmd _
War Training Service conferred with the operator, cnd the following rules were
put into effects : o

(1) No moure than two sirplanes shall cperate in o2 pracotice
area at the same tine,

(2) Vhen two airplanes are Ilying in the same proctice arc
one pilot shall engege in his low sequence IWVRGUVEDS
the other perforue his nigh altitude msnouver:

It is regrettable that these or similar rulce had not 1
an earlier date since such rules might have provenie
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The probable causu of this sceldent was lack of vigilance of the oecu.
pants of both aireraft while engnged in mancuvers which required close refer-

ence to the ground.

BY THE BOARD
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